(updated)
REGULATION — MINERAL HYDROCARBONS IN FOODSTUFFS

Published under Government Notice No. R. 230 of 18 February 1977 ||

The Minister of Health has, in terms of section 15(1) of the Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and
Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972), made the foll owing regulaionswhich shdl goply
with effect from a date six months after the date of publication hereof:

“chewing compound” means chewing gum and other products of like nature andus;
“dried fruit” means prunes, currants, sultanas and raisins;

“good manufacturing practice (GMP)” means limited tosuchamaximumlevd tha the
product concerned will not be deleteriously affected or its conformity with legal

requirements disturbed; and

“mineral hydrocarbon” means any hydrocarbon which is derivedfromany substanceof
mineral origin.

Any person shall be guilty of offence if he sells afoodstuff mentioned in column | of Annex|

which -

() when tested by the method laid down in the 1975 edition of the “ Official Methodsof
Analysis of the Association of Official Analytical Chemists” is foundtocontan moreof
any minera hydrocarbon than the amount indicated i n thecorresponding lineof columnll;
or

(b) contains any mineral hydrocarbons which does not comply with the spedficaionslad

down in Annex II.
ANNEX |

FOODSTUFFS PERMITTED TO CONTAIN MINERAL HYDROCARBONS

I I
Foodstuff || Limit ma/kg
Bread. ..o 1000
Chewing COMPOUNG..........uviuiiiiieeie e 150 000
Dried frUit. ..o 2500
Fermented fl our confectionary products (buns, bunloaves)......... 1000
Gel atine based sugar confectionary...........ccoccoevvevieiineennn, 2000
Jelly preparations.........coccvvvieeiiii e 2000
Rind of whole pressed cheese...........ccccoovvviiiiiiiiiiieeee GMP
Shell Of @J0S. . .iuii i GMP
TableJellieS. ..o 2 000
WiNE QUMS. ... e e 2000
All other sugar and chocol ate confectionay..........ccoevvueeenn 1 000
All other foodStUfS. . ..ovuuiie i e 1 000




ANNEX [l

SPECIFICATIONS FOR MINERAL HYDROCARBONS

Liquid mineral hydrocarbons -

(a)
(b)

(©)

shall be transparent, amost colourless and tastel ess at atemperature of 20°C;
shall conform with the criteriafor acidity or dkdinity, carbonisablesubstancesand
solid paraffins given in the monograph on liquid padfininthelatest edition ofthe
“British Pharmacopoeia’, as notified in the Government Gazette; and

shall conform with the criteriafor polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons of Howard
John ., Haenni, Edward O. and Joe, Frank L. Jr. (Journal of the Assodaionof
Official Agricultural Chemists, 1965, Vol. 48, Page 304).

Minera hydrocarbons other than liquid hydrocarbons -

(a)

(b)
(©)

(d)

shall be either awhite translucent unctuous mixture bardy fluorescent indaylight,
of low melting mineral hydrocarbons, or an al most odourl ess and tastd essmixture
of solid mineral hydrocarbons;

shall contain not more than 0,1 per cent by mass of sul phated ash;

shall conform with the criteriafor acidity or al kalinity giveninthemonogrgoh on
liquid paraffinin thelatest edition of the “ British Pharmaoopodd’, asnatifiedin
the Government Gazette; and

shall conform with criteriafor polycyclic aromdichydrocarbons equivdent inboth
scope and sensitivity to the criteria of Howard John W., Haanni, Edward O. and
Joe, Frank L. Jr. (Journal of the Association of Official Agriculturd Chemids,
1965, Vol 48, page 304).






